
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
Zeppelin Power Systems implements individual solution for mega 

yacht "Vega" 
 

17-year old engine IMO III certified after conversion  
 

Hamburg, April 7, 2021. Zeppelin Power Systems overhauls the main engine of the 

motor yacht "Vega" and brings it up to date with the latest technology and 

environmental requirements. The 46-meter-long and over 50-year-old ship, which in 

the past served as an icebreaker among other things, will be converted into an 

explorer yacht by Dörries Yachts in Bremerhaven and will in future also head for 

sensitive arctic waters. In order to comply with the emission standards according to IMO 

Tier III, Zeppelin Power Systems has implemented an individual solution for the 

expedition ship. 

 

The MaK 8 M 20 engine was installed in the Vega 17 years ago when the former lighthouse 

supply ship was originally supposed to be converted into an Explorer yacht. The work was 

suspended for several years, while the Vega had been a kind of landmark in the harbor of 

the small town of Penzance in England – until Dörries Yachts was commissioned with the 

conversion in 2020 and transferred it to Bremerhaven. Apart from its bed run and 

commissioning, the engine had not accumulated any operating hours since its installation. A 

conversion was still necessary so that the MaK 8 M 20 met the emission standards according 

to IMO Tier III by means of a exhaust gas cleaning system. In close cooperation, various 

specialist departments of the Zeppelin Group and external partners worked out an individual 

solution for the engine and the SCR system, which was certified by a classification society on 

the test bed in Achim.  

 

Challenging project 

“Refits of various sizes are part of our daily business. However, it is rather unusual for us to 

convert a ship with such a history,” reports Henning Dörries, Sales Manager at Dörries 

Yachts. “Since the Vega was originally designed as an icebreaker and supply ship, it is a 

great challenge to bring the circumstances into line with the new purpose and current 

regulations. We are very pleased that with Zeppelin Power Systems we have a partner at our 

side who has demonstrated immense flexibility and has implemented a specific drive system 

for Vega." 



 

 

 

The engine itself is being dismantled into its individual parts during the overhaul: From 

cylinder heads to pistons and injection pumps to turbochargers and all pumps, the 

technicians dismantle and clean all parts, check them for corrosion and replace seals and 

bearings. After the integration of the SCR system, the conversion of the speed controller to 

the latest technology, the digitization of the old monitoring system and the expansion of 

various measuring points, the MaK 8 M 20 not only complies with the current IMO III 

standards, but also provides data for more efficient operation if required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Zeppelin Power Systems 

 

 
 

 

About Zeppelin Power Systems  

 
Zeppelin Power Systems is the official partner of Caterpillar for Cat and MaK engines and a leading provider of 

drive, propulsion, traction and energy systems and has been partnering with Caterpillar for more than 70 years. 

With over 1,000 employees, Zeppelin Power Systems offers its customers individual, highly efficient system 

solutions with comprehensive services for industrial and marine applications, the oil and gas industry, rail vehicles 

and power generation. Digital products for all segments as well as system components and solutions for ballast 

water treatment complete the portfolio. 

 



 

 

About the Zeppelin Group 

 
The Zeppelin Group offers solutions for the construction industry, drive systems and energy sectors as well as 

engineering and plant engineering; it is represented in 43 countries and regions around the world at more than 

220 sites. The company’s approximately 10,000 employees work together in a management holding company, 

six strategic business units and a strategic management center (= Zeppelin Digit): Construction Equipment 

Central Europe, Construction Equipment Nordics, Construction Equipment Eurasia (distribution and service of 

construction, mining, and agricultural machinery), Rental (rental and project solutions for construction and 

industry), Power Systems (drive, propulsion, traction, and energy systems), Plant Engineering (engineering and 

plant engineering) and Zeppelin Digit (IT and digitalization). All digital business is handled together within 

Zeppelin Digit. In the 2020 financial year, the Group generated sales of EUR 3.3 billion. Zeppelin GmbH is the 

Group holding company. It is legally domiciled in Friedrichshafen and has its head office in Garching near 

Munich. The Zeppelin Group is a foundation-owned company. Its roots can be traced back to the establishment 

of the Zeppelin Foundation by Graf Ferdinand von Zeppelin in 1908. For more information, visit zeppelin.com. 

 

Zeppelin Power Systems GmbH & Co. KG 

Ruhrstrasse 158 

22761 Hamburg 

Sina Arndt 

Phone.: +49 40 85 31 51 - 742 
Fax: +49 40 85 31 51 - 48 
E-mail: sina.arndt@zeppelin.com  
www.zeppelin-powersystems.com    

 

mailto:sina.arndt@zeppelin.com
http://www.zeppelin-powersystems.com/

